
 

August 2024 

We had an amazing trip to New Orleans for the 2024 ELCA Youth     
Gathering! We started out with another pivot on our transportation as 
the 12 passenger vans we were expecting were not available when we 
were to pick them up, but we made it to New Orleans anyway!  

We stopped along the way at Graceland for a quick photo opp (you may 
have seen that on Facebook.)  

In New Orleans each night, we experienced mass gatherings 
where the house band led us in fabulous music and we heard 
speakers sharing about their ministry accompanying those       
experiencing homelessness, how when we are going through 
hard times we keep going anyways, and how we are created to 
for a purpose and we are not a mistake. We were 
able to be in this with 16,000+ people worshiping and 
learning together.  

We had days in the Interactive Learning Center   
where we learned about different organizations     
that the ELCA partners with around the world.  

On Accompaniment Day, our young people learned about community organizing. 
You will see pictures of us in our Orange shirts. We got there early so Pastor Matt 
was having a teaching moment, and 2 of our youth got up and shared their “I am” 
poems they wrote.  

The pictures of us in the Purple 
shirts was our Synod day. We had 
worship with other people from 
Region 5 including the other Iowa 
Synods.  

We also participated in a scavenger 
hunt around the city. That is where 
you will see us dressed up in the fun 
local costumes. That day we also 
went on a River Cruise lunch with the 
Northeastern Iowa Synod people, 
where we had some good local food 
and toured a local battle site.  

With 16,000+ people we had to make sure to stay together, 
you will see that we brought with us a fun conversation starter 
in the form of a stuffed alpaca head.  

And in that sea of people, we were delighted to run into        
Pastor Lily while we were leaving the mass gathering             

on the first night!  

We had a great trip and we look forward to attending the   
2027 Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota!! 

Orange  
shirts 

 
Purple  
shirts 
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from Miriam 

Questions?  Miriam Bjornstad  mjthywaybj@gmail.com or 563-663-6558 

from Pr Nichole 

Questions? pastornichole@stpeterdbq.org or 563-583-0860 

Our current “Noisy” Offering  
is for  

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits. 
We start off with $120.38. Thank you!  

You can put your donated Items in the        
basket in the entryway.  

We also have a poster there to keep a         
running total of what we still need to make 

our goal of 100 kits.  

Watch for sales that will soon be starting       
for these basic supplies.  

(see page 4 for the chart) 

SHOE FUNDRAISER:  They were picked up Friday, July 26! Yay!! 

Based on our totals, we should receive $1000+ toward our Youth Trip.   
We will share the exact amount when we receive it.  

THANK YOU to all who helped load the truck—there are more photos,   
and a cool time-lapse video that Micah made, on our Facebook page. 

117 Bags = 2,925 Pairs of Shoes! 

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY (Grades 9-12)   
2024 ELCA Youth Gathering In New Orleans 

July 16-20, 2024 
A great time was had by all! Thank you to everyone that 

made it happen—see page 1 for a summary by our pastors. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION MINISTRY (Grades 6-8)   
Watch your email!  

It will soon be time to sign up for Confirmation classes.  
We should have info ready by Rally Sunday, Sept 8. 

We kick off our Fall Sunday School with  
Rally Sunday on September 8 starting at 
9:15am in the Fellowship Hall! 
Rally Sunday Activities include: 

  Sunday School Registration and Photo  
Release forms for all Pre-K – 5th Graders 

  Group activities patterned after those we 
experienced at the New Orleans Youth 
Gathering. 

  Interactive Storytelling 

  Open House in the class rooms 

  Snacks 

Looking forward to another great year! 

mailto:mjthywaybj@gmail.com
mailto:pastornichole@stpeterdbq.org?subject=I%20have%20a%20question%20about%20Youth%20activities
https://www.facebook.com/stpeterdubuque
https://www.elca.church/gathering
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I want to share with you what I am currently reading. It is “To Be Made Well, An Invitation to 
Wholeness, Healing and Hope” by Amy Julia Becker. The author describes some major health 
issues she experienced growing up, and references Scripture, to walk the reader through her 
healing process into her current life experiences. She specifically refers to the passage from   
Mark 5: 21-43, which we read a few weeks ago at church. It is about the Synagogue ruler, Jairus, 
whose daughter was dying, and the woman who suffered from bleeding for 12 years.  

It is a great read and focuses on how Jesus dealt with both these individuals to help them heal  
and how God helps us heal during our life journey. I suggest you read it. There are a couple of  
copies in our Library at church.  

By now, our youth and adult members are back from the Youth Gathering in New Orleans.         
I am confident that they had a very meaningful Christian experience with thousands of other 
youths. I am grateful that our congregation has been financially supportive, not only this specific 
trip, but supportive of our overall youth program at St. Peter. I am anxious to hear how they enjoyed the experience.  

Thanks to all who have helped at church over the past few weeks, to cover for vacations and time away from the office. 
And thank you all for the continued financial support for our mission at St. Peter.  

Try and be open to what He has in store for you. 

Doug Horstmann, President of the Congregational Council 

A DREAM LIVES ON 

Gwen’s Pantry was a dream of Gwen Sayler, the previous 
director of our Evangelical Outreach Board. Sadly, Gwen 
passed in 2019, before her dream became a reality.  

But her Board continued to work on the dream, and in August of 2020, we dedicated  
“Gwen’s Pantry” outside of St. Peter, with a socially-distanced cream party to celebrate.  

It is our way of helping those in our community who are in need. 

The Pantry itself was crafted by Richard Hyman, and has shelves to hold all sorts of      
personal hygiene products. It was part of Gwen’s dream, that the members of St. Peter 
would continue to keep the Pantry stocked with these much needed, and often      
overlooked, personal care items.   This is where you come in! 

Four years have passed, and Gwen’s Pantry continues to have new visitors every week. Having this pantry available 24-7 
makes it easy for people to find what they need, when they might need it, with no judgement. 

We need you, the St. Peter congregation, to continue to help keep the Pantry stocked year-round, and thus keep Gwen’s 
dream alive. There are flyers by our Blue collection bin in the front hall, with a list of our most needed items. (also below) 

We hope you will consider how you may help fill the bin, and the pantry!  
Thank you for all you do to make a difference to others—it is appreciated more than you know.  

Questions?  Please contact Cindy Widmar, Director, Evangelical Outreach Board 

Thank you Linda Sorensen, for your generous donation, 
via Thrivent, to Gwen’s Pantry in July 2024!  

Look at all we were able to buy with it: 

Rev. Dr. 
Gwen Sayler 

GWEN’S PANTRY CAN ALWAYS USE: 
 Shampoo & Conditioner (2 in 1 is a great idea!) 
 Body Wash & Lotion 
 Diapers (partial packs ok) & Wipes 
 Deodorant 
 Feminine Hygiene products (pads & tampons) 
 

Other items often needed: 
 Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, and Dental Floss 
 Bladder Control Products (partial packs ok)  
 Brushes & Combs 
 Cotton Balls, Q-tips, Pocket-size Tissues, Emery Boards 
 

We will accept full-size or travel-size items.  
We CANNOT accept:  Medicine, Razors, or other sharp objects. 
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MISSION SUPPORT BOARD NEWS 

 Continue to bring your home raised garden produce to church to share thru Sept. 8. Tables will be set up after services.  

 Collection continues for LWR School Kits.  School supply sales are active now!  See chart below or in the front hall for 
needed items & progress. There is also a basket for your donations! 

 Reminder: Our August 6 meeting will be at Doug & Cindy Recker’s home. If you would like to carpool, please meet          
at St. Peter at 5pm. See your email for more info!    Thank you! Patty Strathman, Director, Mission Support 

Ever wonder how our past Growing Hope projects are doing?   
Here is an update on the Peru Castrovirreyna Program that we sponsored for three years: 

TAKING DAIRY FARMING TO THE NEXT LEVEL 

“We live off our cheeses, our animals and our crops, and you are teaching us to make a solid 
business out of what we do,” said Teresa. She’s one of the dairy farmers involved in the latest 
phase of the Peru Castrovirreyna program, which is taking place in an area called Cocas. 

The focus is on improving dairy cow management & boosting the quality of milk & cheeses. The goal is to increase income 
& reduce anemia & malnutrition among the most vulnerable household members: children & new mothers. Geographically, 
Cocas is favorable to agricultural production, but malnutrition is still a challenge for many families who lack information 
about the correct balance of foods and the importance of iron and protein.  

Families consume approximately 80% of the crops and 60% of the livestock they grow. The remainder are sold to provide for 
other needs. Families base their meals on cheese, milk, beans, bell peppers, corn, wheat, and potatoes. Staples like rice,   
lentils, sugar and oil are either provided by the state or purchased with earnings from the sale of excess production.   

When activities first began, a farmer named Espíritu said, “Now we can take advantage of the presence of professionals. 
With everything they are going to teach us and all their support, we plan to improve our practices so that our families are 
better off.” Ramiro, another participant, says, “We’ve started putting into practice what they teach us. Our cheeses must be 
improved. When they are, Cocas will stand out because of our quality products.”  

One of the ways producers can improve the value of their goods is by managing their animals in a safe and healthy way and 
through good food-handling, personal-hygiene and home-hygiene practices. Once all this is achieved, greater income will 
make it easier for families to gain access to food of higher quality and richer dietary variety. The hygiene practices will also 
result in better health outcomes for family members. 

Ricardo speaks for all as he says, “Our families are going to change the way we live and take care of our livestock to      
produce more milk and make higher-quality cheese for sale. We are very grateful.” 
 

     Led by Lutheran World Relief and Local Partner Center for Integrated Development of Communities (CEDINCO) 



 

1. Bring it with you | Mail it | Drop off your offerings or envelopes in one of our secure mailboxes, located near the south 
entrance of church. They are checked several times a day, during the week. (feel free to use either 
one, both are locked) 

2. Set Up a Direct Withdrawal from your bank, using VANCO. Contact the office for info. (also available 
for the Pastor Fund). If you need to update your existing direct withdrawal, contact the office. 

3. Donate directly to St. Peter via VANCO  Here’s how: 
 Go to www.stpeterdbq.org/give and choose your donation (or scan the QR code to the right.) 

 You will be taken to the St. Peter VANCO page.  
 From there you can use your credit or debit card to donate.  

 
The ongoing ministries of St. Peter are made possible by your financial support. Thank you!!  
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St. Peter Groups & Meeting Info   New friends always welcome, come see what we are about! 

 Women’s Bible Study—usually meets on the second Monday of the month at 1pm —Contact the office for Zoom link. 

 Fellowship Luncheon—All ages welcome! Held on a Monday each month (next one: Aug 19) —Contact the office. 

 Quilting Group—Meets first Thursday of the month in the Fellowship Hall—Contact Alice Wagner/Martha Kemp 

 Spruce Up Group—First & third Tuesdays 8:30am (come when you can)—Contact Wayne Buchholtz/Doug Horstmann 

 Men’s Bible Study—Meets third Saturday of the month at 8am, Zoom option—Contact Steve Fishwild/Dennis Weeks 

 Prayer Shawl Group—Meets third Thursday of the month—Knit and Crochet, with Prayer and Fellowship 

 Zoom Book Club—usually Meets first Wednesday of month —Contact Jean Rieniets/Ann Straley for more info 

 Worship Servants & Altar Servants—Volunteer at Worship Services, contact Scott Brondyke or the office 

 Men’s Breakfast—Meets last Saturday at 8am (except June, July, Aug, and Dec 2023)—Contact Mark Whitaker 

Here are our most requested online links: 

Facebook: facebook.com/stpeterdubuque (Please “Like” our Facebook page while you are there!) 

YouTube: youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque (Current & past live streams & and other special videos) 

LIVESTREAM WORSHIP: Weekly Worship Service also available live online each Sunday—9am, on our YouTube channel  
Website:  stpeterdbq.org (did you know our calendar is posted on our website?) 

Instant Church Directory: members.instantchurchdirectory.com  (contact the office if you have questions) 

VANCO: http://stpeterdbq.org/give (a secure way for you to donate to St. Peter online-see below) 

 Book Club-Zoom:    Zoom Link–Click Here (monthly-for next meeting, contact Jean Rieniets or Ann Straley) 
Women’s Bible Study: Zoom Link—Click Here (In-person & Zoom, August 12, Contact office for more info) 
Men’s Bible Study: Zoom Link—Click Here (In-person & Zoom, August 17. See above for contact info) 

Mediacom TV Schedule    Channel 81 only 
Mon 10 am Tue 6 pm Wed 8 am   Sun 8:30 am  
Thurs 6 pm Fri 8 pm Sat 4:30 pm         and 7:45 pm    

          Almost Home at St. John’s is looking to hire temporary paid help. This temporary position is for 10-35 hours per 
week with $16/hour compensation. Almost Home at St. John’s Lutheran’s vision for our community members & homeless 
families is to enthusiastically unite, to help heal broken lives, and restore a sense of acceptance and self-worth.  

If interested please contact us via phone, (563) 495-1052 or email at execdirector@almosthomedbq.org 

Job Description: 

 Maintain shelter security/policy enforcement and be available to resident guests if the need arises. 
 Ensure residents complete their daily/weekly chores. 
 Maintain security by making sure doors are always locked and watching CCTV’s. 
 Complete daily informational log on resident behavior or concerns. 
 

--Shannon Contreras, Executive Director, Almost Home 

Cell: 563-495-1052 | execdirector@almosthomedbq.org | 1276 White Street, Dubuque, IA  52001 

http://www.stpeterdbq.org/give
https://www.facebook.com/stpeterdubuque
https://www.youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque
https://www.youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque
https://www.stpeterdbq.org
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
http://stpeterdbq.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87378029577?pwd=UUhmOWs4eDFrVkE0ZStYNGp1NktlZz09C:/Users/StPeterOfficeMain/Documents/1NORTON%20FILES%20DOWNLOADED%20FROM%20THE%20CLOUD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83992895978?pwd=c1MzZnVBWmIvOFh2OThDRjQ2bGppQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83570213043?pwd=aVJWRllNa3NCQWJtdXVVVnVYbWp1dz09


 6 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 

1 
Quilting Group 
9 am-3 pm 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Baseball Outing 
to Cedar Rapids! 
Game time 6:35pm 

2 3 
 

Worship  
4:30pm 

4 
 

Worship 9am 
 

Coffee Hour 10am 
 

Produce Stand 10am 
(see pg 4) 
 

5 
 

AA Group-women 
Conference Rm 1pm 
 

Evangelical Outreach 
Bd Mtg 5:30pm 
 

Property Bd Mtg 
6:30pm 

6 

 

Spruce Up 8:30am 

 

Staff Mtg 10:45am 
 

Mission Support Bd 
Mtg 5:30pm (pg 4) 
 

Herb Society Mtg-
FH 5:30pm 
 

 

7 
 

8 

 

 

9 
 

10 

OUTDOOR 
Worship 
4:30pm 
 

Includes a Pet 
Blessing! 

11 

Worship 9am* 
 

Coffee Hour 10am 
 

Produce Stand 10am 
(see pg 4) 

12 

 

Women’s Bible Study-
Library 1pm (pg 7) 
 

AA Group-women 
Conference Rm 1pm 
 

Stewardship Bd Mtg 
5:45pm 
 

Council Mtg 7pm 

13 
 

Staff Mtg 10:45am 

14 
 

SEPTEMBER 
BELLRINGER 
DEADLINE!! 
 
OUTDOOR Worship 
6pm Camp-Style 

15 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Group 6 pm 

16 
 

 
 

17 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
8am 
 

Worship 
4:30pm 

18 
 

Worship 9am* 
 

Coffee Hour 10am 
 

Produce Stand 10am 
(see pg 4) 

19 

Fellowship Luncheon  
Noon (see below) 
 

AA Group-women 
Conference Rm 1pm 
 

Worship Bd Mtg 6pm 
 

Cong. Life Bd Mtg 7pm 

20 
 

Spruce Up 8:30am 

 

Staff Mtg 10:45am 

21 

 
22 
 

 

23 
 

24 

 

Worship 
4:30pm 

25 

 

Worship 9am* 
 

Coffee Hour 10am 
 

Produce Stand 10am 
(see pg 4) 

26 
 

AA Group-women 
Conference Rm 1pm 
 

Educ. Bd Mtg 6:30pm 

27 

 

Staff Mtg 10:45am 
 

 

28 29 30 31 
 

Worship 
4:30pm 

       

We will continue to offer a Zoom option when 
possible. Please contact your group’s leadership 
for updated meeting info.  If you need help with 

Zoom, please contact Pr. Matt or the office. 

*service also livestreaming      Communion offered at all services     OUTDOOR WORSHIP:  Sat, Aug 10, 4:30pm | Wed Aug 14 6pm 

Fellowship Luncheon: A Straight-Up Potluck | Monday, August 19 | Noon 
You are invited to join us for food and fellowship at the August Fellowship Luncheon!   

It is a Straight-Up Potluck this time! All ages are welcome & there is no fee for attending, 
though a freewill offering is welcomed if  you feel inclined. If you are interested in helping with 

the luncheon, contact Mary Jane Maas.  We hope to see you there! 

Mediacom TV Schedule    Channel 81 only 
Mon 10 am Tue 6 pm Wed 8 am  
Thurs 6 pm Fri 8 pm Sat 4:30 pm 
Sun 8:30 am and 7:45 pm    

Join us for a Cedar Rapids Kernels Baseball Game! 
All are invited to a night at the Ballpark on August 1. 

Game time is 6:35pm. Carpooling is an option. 
 

 Questions?  Ask Steve Fishwild or Scott Brondyke 

https://www.milb.com/cedar-rapids/schedule/2024-08


 

 

1  Mya Cory 
  Weston Maas 
2  Jennifer Agee 
  Diane Wagner 
       Kevin Zumbach 
3 Lydia Feenstra 
  Aaron Vaassen 
4    Jean Kapp 
5    Tammy Gardner 
  Darren Sirianni 
      Kendra Sirianni 
6    Hope Haylock 
       Shirley Reisch 
7 Hanna Dodd 
  Ann Fritschel 
  Barbara Fritschel 
      Margie Herrig 
8   Gary Breiner 
       Gloria Mahannah 
10 Ron Mahannah 
       Aiden Wernimont 
12 Connie Baylor 
       Michael Puls 
13 Diane LaPage 

       Kari Mueller  
14   Willow Dodd 
  Sherry Greve 
15 Scott Schoenhard 
17 Scott Brondyke 
18 Seth Gilbert 
  Arlene Laaker 
       Parker Reinert 
19 Grant Haylock 
       Don Johannsen 
22 Roger Brimeyer 
23 Spencer Connolly 
  Kaylee D’Onofrio 
  Cooper Hess 
  Temperance Valentine 
  Kelli Wilker 
24 Camden Tierney 
       Piper Weitz 
25 Jane Petersen 
26 Anna Meier 
27 Katelyn Egan 
28 Daniel Welter 
29 David Wessels 
  Amanda Zell 
30 Lisa Vogt 
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We remember those affiliated with our  
congregation who have died in the past ten years. 
 

August 31, 2016 ........... Ed Kupferschmidt 
August 2, 2020 ............. Joyce Juber 
August 17, 2020 ........... Rocky Tiefel 
August 23, 2020 ........... Jerry Spiegelhalter 
August 10, 2022 ........... Ardrith “Ardie” Meeker 
August 22, 2022 ........... Patricia Feldman 
August 17, 2023 ........... Anne Hanselmann 

We celebrate these special milestones. 

Name Date     Years             

Douglas & Karen Horstmann ........ 08/02/1975 .......... 49 years 
Donald & Cary Lumley................... 08/02/1980 .......... 44 years 
Mike & Robin Reed ....................... 08/03/2002 .......... 22 years 
Lisa & Chris Vogt ........................... 08/03/2007 .......... 17 years 
Emily & Tad Schoeny ..................... 08/08/2009 .......... 15 years 
Dan & Marlene Frye ...................... 08/09/1975 .......... 49 years 
Janann & Alan Dostal .................... 08/09/1997 .......... 27 years 
Marnie & Karl Kane ....................... 08/11/2006 .......... 18 years 
Scott & Erin Schoenhard ............... 08/13/2005 .......... 19 years 
Dick & Elaine Core ......................... 08/14/1965 .......... 59 years 
Roger & Ann Brimeyer .................. 08/17/1963 .......... 61 years 
Tim & Kimberly Markham ............. 08/18/2001 .......... 23 years 
Rod & Donna Clemen .................... 08/22/1981 .......... 43 years 
Laura Jasiczek & Colin Baker ......... 08/88/2020 ............ 4 years 
Rick & Lisa Maiers ......................... 08/24/1996 .......... 28 years 
Karen & George Bies ..................... 08/26/1995 .......... 29 years 
Del & Eunice Simpson ................... 08/27/1967 .......... 57 years 
Don & Barbara Kula .................... 08/28/1959 ......... 65 years 
Gary & Jean Rieniets ..................... 08/31/1963 .......... 61 years 

19 Couples with 690 years of marriage total!! 

 “ I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now.” - Philippians 1:3-5 Great time to join in—we may be discussing our 
next study & possibly meeting our new intern!  
 

All ladies welcome, no preparation necessary. 
 

BYO bible, or use one of ours! 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Monday, August 12, 1pm 

The 2024 Altar Flower Calendar still has a few dates to fill... 
 

Please add your name to the calendar outside the office and 
also turn in a completed gold form to the office. 
(forms located below the calendar) Thank you! 

We appreciate each and every one of you :) 
You may also click here to download an altar flower info form 

Come join us for our August Men’s Bible Study   
(No preparation necessary) 

 

Designed so you can jump in anytime.  
BYO bible, or use one of ours! 

 

Men’s Bible Study      
Saturday, Aug 17, 8am     

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU  
to everyone that stepped in to help out, while most    
of the staff was gone the last part of July! We really 

appreciated knowing St. Peter was in such good hands! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/59470081701/a13d63ec-6ea8-4e5a-b792-43eb2dd16515.pdf


 

This is the NEW schedule as listed in the Ministry Scheduler Pro, as of July 30, 2024 
Please look it over, it is set up through Sept 1 online. If you need to make a switch, please go into the MSP and request a 

swap, or contact Scott Brondyke (563-513-9282 or scottbrondyke@aol.com) Please copy the office on your emails. 
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SUNDAY 

September 8 

9:15am 



 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

US Postage 

PAID 

Dubuque, IA 

Permit No. 813 

www.stpeterdbq.org  
 

Office Phone: 563-583-0860  

Email Address: office@stpeterdbq.org  

Office Hours: 9:00-4:00 Mon-Thur; 9:00-1:00 Fri 
 

STAFF 

Pastor: Matthew Agee .............................office: 563-583-0860 

Associate Pastor: Nichole Robson ...........office: 563-583-0860 

Pastoral Intern: Shawn Juers (after 8/12) ...office: 563-583-0860 

Education Coordinator: Miriam Bjornstad .........563-663-6558 

Director of Music : Kristine Fishler .....................563-599-3937 

Office Manager: Christine Rapp ..........................563-583-0860 

Facilities Coordinator: Angie Puls .......................563-542-2711 

3200 Asbury Rd 
Dubuque IA 52001-8408 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Saved by God’s mercy, and called by the Holy Spirit, 

We share the Good News of Christ by reaching out in Love. 

Summer Worship Services 

Saturdays 4:30pm | Sundays 9:00am 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services 
 

 
YouTube Livestream Services 
 (see schedule on calendar, pg 6) 

YouTube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque 

 

Outdoor Worship Services 

Saturday, August 10 | 4:30pm 
Includes a Pet Blessing! 

 

Outdoor Service—Camp Style 
Wednesday, August 14 | 6pm 

 

All outdoor services take place in our parking lot 

Heads Up: Rally Sunday is September 8 at 9:15am. 
We also switch back to 2 Sunday Services that day. 

https://www.stpeterdbq.org
https://www.youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque

